
SPANISH ASSOCIATION OF BARBERSHOP SINGERS (S.A.B.S.) 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

held at the Bahia Calpe, Calpe on 6th April 2014 

 

Of the Association’s 155 members (58 men and 97 women), 33 were present plus 4 officers. (List attached).  The 

meeting was therefore held at the second calling, and opened at 10.15 am with Gail Grainger (President) in the 

chair.  Gail Grainger agreed to take the minutes.   Lyn Baines (Vice President) and Angie Webster (Treasurer) and 

Ramón Adillon (Secretary) were also present. 

 

1. Approval of the minutes of the previous AGM – unanimous. 

 

2. PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 

The President welcomed the delegates, and thanked the team who had made the 2014 Convention possible, 

particularly Lyn Baines, Angie Webster and Cath Hunter (Convention Manager), Denise Addis (Registration 

Manager) and Charles Grainger (Contest Administrator).  She also thanked Spangles volunteers who acted as 

door stewards for most of the events and assisted on the registration desk; Spangles husbands and friends who 

worked as couriers and on the registration desk.  She gave a special mention to Cath's family and friends who 

had been run ragged all weekend working as couriers and doing anything that Cath asked them to do!  She 

thanked Bruce and Brenda Mac Nally and Mandy Peruzzi who sold raffle tickets all weekend. She thanked the 

MC’s, Judges and contest admin for their total dedication and hard work to make sure everything ran so 

smoothly.  

The President’s priority since the last AGM had been to increase awareness of Barbershop singing in Spain and 

to increase SABS membership.  This is being achieved with some success by holding one day Harmony in a Day 

workshops.  SABS ran 6  ‘Sing Harmony in a Day’ courses:  two in Madrid; one for The Barbees and one for 

Barberidad.   One in Portugal for Bella A Cappella, one in the Murcia region for Spangles and two on the Costa 

del Sol, one for New Wave and one for Tropical Tones.  This had meant a lot of travelling for Lyn and Gail, and a 

huge amount of organisation.  The President thanked the World Harmony Council for awarding a grant of $1,000 

which enabled us to run these courses.  The President thanked 'Hanfris' for encouraging young people in 

Barcelona to sing barbershop.  (You will have no doubt been blown away by a very new quartet from Barcelona 

'Metropolitan Union' who have been encouraged by 'Hanfris' and I know they know 4 very young ladies who are 

very keen to start a quartet in Barcelona too).   The President would be applying for a World Harmony Council 

Grant again for 2014 and felt confident that this would be awarded. 

SABS held their very first Harmony College in November 2013 in Torrevieja.  There were 80 people attending this 

weekend.  It was a brilliant event and everyone learnt a lot, as well as having a good time. Double Trouble 

provided the expertise and they were the stars of the weekend.  The event took a huge amount of organisation 

and from the feedback forms that Lyn produced, and read every one, it was decided that we would run this 

event again but it would be held every two years.  Our next Harmony College will be in the Autumn of 2015.  

The Harmony Foundation fund had awarded 8 grants over the last 12 months which had enabled those 

members to attend education events both in Spain and the UK.    Members were encouraged to make donations 

to this fund if they were able to.  The raffle profits over the weekend would be added to this fund. 

 

At last year's AGM the members voted to award the President an annual fund to help them attend some of the 

overseas conventions.  The President was the first SABS representative ever to attend a SAI (Sweet Adelines 



International) convention.  She was able to spread the word of Spanish barbershop within their organisation at 

their convention in Gateshead which brought 20 'Sheffield Harmony' delegates to our convention this year. The 

President also attended the LABBS convention and was delighted to report that Crystal Chords, Tudor Roses and 

The White Rosettes attended Calpe.  At the LABBS convention she was able to meet with representatives from 

Holland, Ireland and Sweden at the European meeting and reported that representatives from all those 

associations attended this year, with Vocal Vikings and Lake District Sound attending for the first time, and 

Sound Waves and Ireland Unlimited attending for a 2nd time  

As you all know the European Convention in 2013 had a massive impact on the numbers attending our 

convention last year.  We have decided that in 2017, when the next European convention is held in the south of 

England, that it may well have a similar effect on our own convention.  The proposal will be that in the spring of 

2017 we will hold a SABS convention, combined with a Harmony College over the same weekend, without an 

International contest.   

The next Harmony College will be in the autumn of 2015 and the following one will be in the spring of 2017.   

3. FINANCE MANAGER’S REPORT: 

 

Angie Webster presented the audited accounts for the Association.  (Attached)  

The accounts for the previous year were accepted unanimously. 

She reported 

 Membership had decreased again last year. 

 En Armonía 2013 despite having less than half the number of delegates from the previous year had 

made a profit of 2,000 EUR. 

 Harmony College with 87 delegates had made a profit of 500 EUR. 

 WHC grant had been used for the Sing Harmony in a Day courses. 

 800 EUR had been awarded from the Harmony Foundation. 

 Investing in President's travel had been successful. 

 En Armonía in 2015 would be expensive. 

 End of year balance - small profit of 1,270 EUR as against 1,960 for 2012.  2014 is estimated to be 

better.  SABS is not a profit making organisation but did not intend to lose money either. 

 

 

4. VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

Lyn Baines reported that the next Convention would be held in Barcelona.  Again, due to the size of the theatre, 

we will have to limit the number of delegates to 600, so members needed to get their registrations in as early as 

possible. Early Bird registration is available until 30 June 2014, and then it will be at full price. All hotel details 

are on the website and further information will be added as it comes in. 

 

Lyn presented a proposal from a SABS member, that SABS may be interested in producing a ‘virtual chorus’ 

video with Nooj Productions. Details of costs were read out, with questions from the floor. A majority voted not 

to go ahead with project. 

 

5. ELECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 



The President thanked Nico de las Peñas for all his work on the board since its inception and she welcomed his 

volunteer replacement, Kara Martin.  She also thanked Liz Lewis for her work as Membership Secretary, and 

welcomed her volunteer replacement Barbara Burks.  Anne Bowles was thanked for representing the South 

region, and her volunteer replacement, Bruce Mac Nally, was also welcomed to the Board 

 

The Board therefore comprises: 

President:  Gail Grainger    Happy to stand for re-election. 

Vice President  & PRO:  Lyn Baines   Happy to stand for re-election. 

Treasurer:  Angela Webster   Happy to stand for re-election. 

Secretary:  Ramón Adillon   Happy to stand for re-election. 

Membership Secretary: Barbara Burks   To be voted in. 

South Area Vocal: Bruce Mac Nally  To be voted in. 

Central & West Vocal: Kara Martin          To be voted in. 

East Area Vocal: Cath Hunter   Happy to stand for re-election. 

North East Area Vocal: Gener Salicru `  Happy to stand for re-election. 

 

The volunteer replacements were nominated by the President, seconded by the Vice President and the meeting 

unanimously voted them into office. The President was delighted that all the posts on the board were filled for 

the first time in the Association’s history. 

 

6.  SUBSCRIPTIONS:  Subscriptions would be held at their current level of 15 EUR for 2015. 

 

7.  OTHER ISSUES: 

 

1. The reasons that we moved the convention hotel from the Sol y Mar to the Bahia Calpe were explained 

and we accepted that more information about that move should have been on the website.  Information 

in future would be posted on the website. 

2. Volunteers for Barcelona would be needed and The Barbees, as outgoing champions, would be asked to 

provide those volunteers in return for half price registration.  Each volunteer would have to do at least 5 

hours to qualify for the reduced registration.  Information about what would be required would be given 

nearer the convention. There will be a ceiling on how many half price registrations can be issued. 

3. Anthea Prentice thanked the convention team for all they have done to make the convention such a 

huge success.  

4. Raffle was drawn.   

1st prize of 100 EUR - Sheila Doherty, Spangles 

2nd prize of 50 EUR - Mo Field, Sweden 

3rd prize of 25 EUR - Brenda Mac Nally, Tropical Tones. 

 

The meeting closed at 11.10. 

 

 

 

 

 


